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Here is a little Bible study tip for you. When you are studying God’s word, how do you know what’s important?

First of all hear this, all of God’s word is important. The whole Bible, every book, chapter, verse and even word was inspired by God through the Holy Spirit. It is all God’s word to us and is therefore important. 

The Bible reveals the mind and heart of God, who He is and what He requires of us His people. So we dare not skip the parts we don’t like or find hard to understand.

But this is also true. Yes all of God’s word is important but, not all of God’s word is equally important. 

Let me be clear here. Again, all of God’s word, every book, every chapter, every verse, and every word is important. 

If God says something, even if it is only said one time in His Bible it is true and it is important.

But, there are some truths in the Bible that God wants to emphasis. He wants to make sure we get it.

There are a couple ways that the writers of the Bible emphasis a truth.

One way to emphasis something is to repeat it. When you see something repeated in the Bible you know God is emphasizing it.

It’s like that red neon sign that says “Hot” out in front of a Krispy Kreme Doughnut shop. It is there to grab your attention and draw you in.

When God repeats something in the Bible He does it to grab your attention.

For example in Isaiah chapter 6 Isaiah is given this vision of the throne room of God in heaven. 

In verse 3 he hears the Seraphim, one of the living creature that surround the throne of God, crying out “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God.” 

This repetition of the word Holy is used to emphasis how uniquely holy, how completely separate and unlike anything else God really is.

Another example would be the great commission, the command given by Jesus to his disciples to go and make disciples of all people. 

It is repeated in one form or another in all four of the gospels and in the book of Acts. This is a command God wants to make sure we get.

The events that we are going to be looking at this morning are among the few events that are recorded in all four gospels.

Another way God emphasizes something is in the Bible is devoting more space to it.

If something or someone is just mentioned in one line, or one verse than it doesn’t carry the same weight as something that the writers devoted a whole paragraph, or a whole chapter or even chapters too.

The more space given to an event, a person, or a teaching is a clear sign of how important and how much attention we should give to whatever is being written about.

When God choses to devote large portions of His Bible to reveal a truth than He means for us to pay attention.

This morning is the first Sunday of Lent. Lent is the season of the church calendar that starts on Ash Wednesday and runs through the 40 days that lead up to Easter.

Some churches hold a special Ash Wednesday service. Where they place ashes, in the sign of the cross on participants foreheads. This is a sign of mourning and repentance to God. 

The ashes used are typically gathered from the burning of the palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday.

Just as Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness fasting and praying before His temptation and the launch of His public ministry, many Christians fast from something for the forty days of Lent in preparation of celebrating Holy Week.

Holy week marks that final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry before His death, burial, and resurrection. It begins on Palm Sunday and ends Easter morning.

Think about this. The events of that final week of Jesus life are so important that God had them recorded in all four gospels.

But get this! Just consider how much space is given in each of the gospels to record these events.

In the Gospel of Matthew 36% of all the verses in Matthew deal with the events of Jesus’ final week. 

37% of the verses in Mark’s gospel, 25% of Luke’s gospel and a full 46% of John’s gospel deal with the events of Jesus’ final week.

If God, in His sovereign wisdom chose to put so much emphasis on the events that took place during that last week of Jesus’ life doesn’t make since that we would take time to really look at and consider what God is trying to show us?

Clearly God wants us to pay attention to the details recorded in anywhere from ¼ to nearly ½ of each of the gospel.

But what we typically do is cram all the events that led up to Easter into one packed week, called Holy Week.

And as a result we sort of skim along catching bits and pieces along the way. Oh sure, we usually celebrate Palm Sunday the Sunday before Eater. We might even have a Maundy Thursday service to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 

I try to make it to at least part of the Good Friday Service in town at Trinity Luther.

So for Lent this year we are going to fast. We are going take a break from our series in Acts. 

And starting today we are going to take each Sunday from now until Easter and we are going to look at each day of that final week of Jesus’ life in detail, one day each week.

Today we are going to start with the first day of the week, Sunday.

That final week of Jesus’ earthly ministry begins on what we typically call Palm Sunday. Next week we will look at the events that took place on the Monday of that week and so on.

So, let’s turn in your Bibles to the gospel of Mark, Mark chapter 11.

In Mark’s gospel he devotes six of his sixteen chapters to this final week of the Lord’s life. The first 10 chapters of Mark’s gospel cover all three years of Jesus ministry. 

Now, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Mark is going to devote a full 6 chapters to just one week, the final week of Jesus’ life.

Mark was not one of the 12 disciples of Jesus nor was he an eye witness to Jesus’ ministry. 

He was a companion of Peter. It was probably Peter who lead Mark to the Lord. Mark is most like writing the things that Peter told him.

Let’s read now from Mark chapter 11 as we pick up in verse 1:
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 

3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 

4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 

6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 

Ok let’s stop there for a second. Jesus tells two of His disciples to go, find a colt and bring it to Him. But, if anyone stops you simply tell them that the Lord has need of it. 

Some people have debated as to whether this was this a pre-arranged plan. Did Jesus make arrangements with the owner of the donkey in advance to have the donkey there waiting for him?

Or did the Holy Spirit somehow reveal to Jesus that there was going to be a donkey, and what to say when people asked?

To be honest we don’t know. But, if the Holy Spirit had thought that it was important for us to know how Jesus came to know that there was going to be a donkey there He would have made sure Mark, or one of the other gospel writers had included that information.

But because the Spirit did not included this bit of information we can conclude that it is not important for us to know.

When we start speculating and debating over what’s not there we can easily miss what is there.

Go get a donkey, Jesus said. Jesus said that this was going to happen and it happened. If anyone asks say to them the Lord has need of it.

Jesus said, I need this donkey so go get it.  There is intentionality here. There is this plan that Jesus has. But why did Jesus need a donkey?

He has come for a purpose, for God’s plan and now it is time that other people know what that plan is.

Know what? That He is the Messiah, the anointed one and the long awaited King!

The point about the donkey is that Jesus knew what he was doing. 

After all Jesus could have walked into Jerusalem. It’s not like he walked all the way from Galilee and all of a sudden he is like a half mile outside of town and he decides that he needs a donkey.
It was for a reason. He knew what that was and Jesus knew that the people would know as well.

So what is the reason for the donkey? It fulfills Old Testament prophecy. 

I want to read from Zechariah 9:9

Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Up until this point in Jesus’ ministry he has avoided the limelight. He has for the most part stayed out Jerusalem and other big cities.

When he has healed people or cast out demons he said to these people that they were to tell no one what he had done. 

When Peter, James, and John went with Jesus to the mount of transfiguration when the Jesus face and cloths shown white and Elijah and Moses appeared with them, Jesus warned them to tell no one what they saw.

But now the timing is right Jesus is going to publicly announce that He is the King and deliver who had been promised hundreds of year earlier by the prophet Zechariah.

Zechariah prophesized after the 70 years of captivity in Babylon. Remember in 586 BC Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem.  

70 years later the Babylonian Empire fell to the Persian Empire. Then the Persian King Cyrus allow the Jews return to Jerusalem. At first only a small remnant return. 
And when these Jews returned they rebuilt the temple, but the temple was just a shadow of what it was back during the glory days of Israel when David and Solomon were kings.

It is during this time that Zechariah prophesizes. And his message is one of hope and it looks forward to the coming of a King, a king like David who would bring peace and restore the people of Israel.

We know that the King whom Zechariah spoke of was Jesus Himself. And Jesus, by riding this donkey into Jerusalem is announcing to the people that their King has arrived.

We might not get but but let me tell you, they got it. And they responded like they receive him as King.

Let’s read on:
7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 

So what’s the deal with the cloths? It is kind of a sign of great respect. 

Think about it. Your cloak was a valuable item. It protected you from the elements. It kept you warm. 

And when you lay it down before someone you are basically saying to the king or the worthy person is this thing that is so valuable to me and because I am unworthy to be in your presence, I will lay this valuable thing down in the mud so you can walk across it. 

There is an Old Testament example of this found back in 2 Kings 9:13 when Jehu was anointed him king over Israel. This was a customary ritual for announcing a king.

Note also there in verse 8 they are spread leafy branches on the road before Jesus. We know from John’s account of this that these branched were actually palm branches.

That is way the Sunday that celebrates Jesus entry into Jerusalem is called Palm Sunday.

Palm branches were and national symbol for the Jews at this time. They spread the palm branches out in front of Jesus in hopes that Jesus would be their king and restore Israel to its former glory and liberate them for Roman oppression.

It will not be Rome that is defeated by the arrival of Jesus the Messiah, but Satan, sin, and death. All enemies of righteousness will one day see the authority and power of the Messiah. 

And then we read
9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”

Ok. Here is your quiz for the day. What does Hosanna mean?

Save, or save us now. This is a word we typically hear on Palm Sunday.

The word hosanna can be understood a word of praise. Hosanna! It’s like: You saved us! Hosanna!

But it is also a plea; “save us! Please save now”. 

In this text it is a plea, save us please, and is it a praise, yes I’m saved.

And that what it is to be a Christian. We rejoice in our salvation and we praise God for the ongoing working of our salvation in our lives and in life’s circumstances.

Praise God that He is faithful to us. We have a savior and we know that the Lord is for us and we can call out to him at any moment.

We know that the Lord is for us and He is with us, and He gave His life for us and we are in His hands. He came and gave His life to save us.

And yet when we are in the midst of life circumstances we can cry out. Sometimes all we can say if Jesus, Savior!

At times when I have cried out from the depth of my soul, Jesus it is like I am crying out thank you Lord for everything you have done in my life but also Lord will you be with me through the rest of this day, through this trail, through this pain.

Hosanna! It is a cry of the heart that looks back and says praise you for saving me and it looks forward to what Jesus is going to do in my life.

Ok, here is your second quiz for the day. The people are crying our hosanna. What psalm is this from? What psalm are they quoting here?

Psalm 118. This is one of psalms of ascent. Psalms 113-118 are called the Psalms of Ascent. Jerusalem the religious center of the Jewish faith and where the temple was sits up on a hill.

When the Jewish people traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the different feast they would sing these psalms as they ascended, went up, to Jerusalem. 

Three times a year people would come to Jerusalem to worship and bring their sacrifices and tithe to the temple. 

The people would sing these songs as they traveled. It was an exciting time of the year.

Psalm 118, was one of the songs that people would have been singing. They would have been saying these words

And Jesus knew that they would be singing this psalm. And He knows that He will walk right into their singing of this psalm and that it is referring to Him.

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” Here this song that they are singing as the approach the temple becomes this song of joy of the triumphant entry.

They are quoting the psalm. And what are they saying here?

He is the King! He’s the savior. It is a sign. 

In John’s recount of these events he writes in John 12:13 “…Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

Just picture a whole multitude of people saying all this. “Even the King of Israel,” in other words they are proclaiming Jesus King.

Then the final verse in this passage reads:
11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

I have to admit, when I first read this I had to kind of shake my head. Picture it. Jesus walks into the temple, looks around and leaves.

Really that’s it!? After this whole great triumphant entry into Jerusalem and He walks into the temple and then He turns around and goes home.
According to the Old Testament, the Sunday before the Passover the head of each family would select their Passover lamb and bring it to the temple to make sure it was spotless and acceptable.

In a sense Jesus is presenting Himself as the Passover Lamb, the worthy sacrifice for our sins.

Jesus is Lord and King but he is also our savior-our Passover Lamb. 

We need to keep both of these truths in mind. Yes he is King and one day every knee will bow and acknowledge Him as Lord and King.

But He is also our savior the Lamb of God slain before the foundation of the world. It is through His blood we now have access to the Father.

If we only see Him as King and judged then we are bound to the law and sin.

If we only see him as our savior then we are free to continue in our sins because He will graciously forgive us all our sins.

No! He is both, He is our savior. Through faith in His death burial and resurrection we have eternal life.

But now as adopted children of God we live out this salvation in obedience to our Lord and savior.

After all, Jesus says if you love me you will obey me! He is my savior but He is also Lord over every area of my life.

Typically on Palm Sunday we focus on the crowd. This fickle crowd who start the week praising Jesus and calling him king but by the end of the week they turn on Him and cry out for His crucifixion.

In one week the crowds moves from calling Jesus lord to calling him liar. 

But I want us to take a moment and focus not on the crowd but on Jesus. What is this about? What is Palm Sunday about?

Palm Sunday is about the acclimation of Jesus as the Lord and the King. It is about proclaiming Jesus as Lord and King.

Think about this, there on that first Palm Sunday the people are proclaiming that Jesus is King and then by the end of the week they are saying, I guess I got that wrong, Jesus isn’t king.

Here is the interesting thing about this. They were right the first time and just because they changed their minds it didn’t change who Jesus is. 

Jesus is still King whether they changed their minds or not. He is King whether they acknowledge Him or not.

Did you ever think about that? So often we think that the truth about Jesus is some kind of conditional thing. 

Jesus is King and that is unconditional. But when it comes to Jesus being savior there are conditions. I mean Jesus is not savior of everyone. 

And that breaks my heart to say that. He could be but not all will receive Him.

But get this. I am not saying that anyone is excluded from the offer of salvation. There is no group of people of class of sinner who outside of the reach of the gospel.

No one is kept out of the kingdom of heaven. Everyone who has ears to hear. For God so loved the world. All who call in His name. God would that all would be saved.
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The world is under judgment and pain and brokenness and God almighty has given us the gift of Jesus and says come under the blood of the Passover Lamb, come under the blood, just hear the word and receive it.

But as we know, not everyone will come. Not everyone will receive this offer of salvation. People will reject God’s offer of salvation through Jesus Christ.

So Jesus may not be the savior of all but to all He is the Lord whether you acknowledge it or not. And one day, as God’s word promises, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Now it may be that some will confess the Lord as savior or some will see the Lord, but in the absence of faith the Lord will not be their savior but their judge.

But what went wrong. Why did the go from proclaiming Him king at the beginning of the week and denying Him completely at the end of the week.

It’s simple. He wasn’t the king they wanted. And the truth be told, a lot of the time He is not the king we want.

We all have time when we think we can do it better than God, we know better what we want or need. We know better what is fair. We want things our way.

That is what the crowed wanted. They wanted a king who would exact vengeance on the Romans. They wanted a king who would throughout the Romans and restore Israel to its former glory like in the days of David and Solomon. 

We want Jesus in our lives as long as he make me happy healthy and wealthy. We don’t want the Jesus who calls us to suffer sacrifice and serve. 

Here is what Palm Sunday is all about. Palm Sunday it the acclimation of Jesus Christ. Jesus is Lord and savior.

And Jesus died for me, he died for you. And we are to go forward to tell other of who he is.

Hosanna! He saved us! He continues to work out His salvation in our lives as we surrender our lives to Him daily, moment by moment.

And our response to Him is our testimony, our witness to others that His is Lord and Savior.

He is the Lord of our lives!
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